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INFO OCT-OI EUR- 1 2 NEA-II ISO-00 SOE-02 OES-07 EB-08 
COME-00 TRSE-00 OPIC-06 /062 W 

093729 080022Z/I4 

R 070930Z JUN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY BERN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6396 
INFO AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
AMEMBASSY MADRID 

UNCLAS BERN 2725 

EO II652:N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, OTRA, SZ 

SUBJ: VISIT BY INTERNATIONAL SOLAR WORK GROUP - 
EUROPEAN TRIP SEGMENT 

REE: STATE I3397I 

1 . POST WELCOMES VISIT SOLAR WG AND HAPPY ASSIST WITH 
APPOINTMENTS AND ON-SITE INSPECTIONS. CONTROL OFFICER 
FOR VISIT IS FSO MICHAEL T. BARRY, OFFICE TEL: (031/ 

43 00 II). 

2. EMBASSY DISCUSSED US SOLAR WG VISIT WITH DR. EDUARD 
KIENER, DEPUTY DIRECTOR SWISS ENERGY DEPARTMENT, WHO 

IS RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT SOLAR ENERGY PROGRAMS REPORTING 
DIRECTLY TO SWISS ENERGY MINISTER RITSCHARD. SOLAR R&D 
CONDUCTED BY FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AGENCIES AND BY PRIVATE 
INDUSTRY. R&D EFEORTS CONCENTRATED ON DEVELOPMENT 
SYSTEMS WHICH USE SOLAR ENERGY FOR HEATING BY DIRECT 
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THERMAL CONVERSION. PHOTOVOLTAIC ENERGY CONVERSION EEFORT 
MUCH SMALLER. MAIN CONCERN REDUCTION BUILDING MAINTENANCE 
COSTS, STANDARDIZATION SYSTEMS. THOSE DEVELOPED SO FAR 
NOT COMPETITIVE WITH THOSE USING CONVENTIONAL ENERGY 
SOURCES. 

3. AT FEDERAL LEVEL, CENTRAL BODY IS SOLAR ENERGY 
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COMMISSION HEADED BY PR. P. SUTER. STUDIES AND RESEARCH 
PROJECTS ARE CONDUCTED BY FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AS WELL AS 
PRIVATE INSTITUTES AT REQUEST THIS COMMISSION. MOST 
ACTIVE INSTITUTIONS ARE FEDERAL INSTITUTE REACTOR RESEARCH, 
CONDUCTING STUDIES ON SOLAR HEAT PUMPS; FEDERAL INSTITUTES 
OF TECHNOLOGY IN ZURICH AND LAUSANNE; ZURICH UNIVERSITY; 

THE SWISS METEOROLOGICAL OFFICE; BATTELLE INSTITUTE IN 
GENEVA, ENGAGED IN EXTENSIVE STUDY AT SOLAR ENERGY POWER 
STATION IN SWISS ALPS; AND ELEKTROWATT. GOVERNMENT INVOL- 
MENT IS LIMITED. BUDGET ALLOWS FOR ANNUAL EXPENDITURES 
ON R&D OF ABOUT SF 5 MILLION (US DDLS 2.5 MILLION). 

AMOUNT MAY BE INCREASED WHEN FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
COMMISSION ON SWISS ENERGY CONCEPT SUBMITS RECOMMENDA- 
TIONS FOR MORE RAPID DEVELOPMENT ALTERNATIVE ENERGY 
SOURCES IN FINAL REPORT END 1978. 

4. SALES SOLARENERGY-RELATED PRODJCT EXCLUSIVE DOMAIN 
PRIVATE INDUSTRY. ONE LARGE AND TEN SMALL PRODUCERS 
OF SOLAR COLLECTORS AND APPROXIMATELY 50 ENGINEERING 
ENTERPRISES SPECIALIZE IN INSTALLING SOLAR HEATING 
SYSTEMS IN SWITZERLAND. NO SUBSIDIARIES OF US COMPANIES 
ACTIVE HERE. ONE AMERICAN MANUFACTURER SOLAR INDUSTRIES INC. 

OF ARMINGDALE, NJ HAS SWISS REPRESENTATION. ITS SOLAR COLLECTORS 
FOR SWIMMING POOLS ARE SOLD BY SOLARTECHNIK OF BIEL. 

5. AT PRESENT APPROXIMATELY 500 SOLAR PLANTS ARE IN 
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OPERATION IN SWITZERLAND FOR HEATING HOUSES AND SWIMMING 
POOLS. MOST INTERESTING SITES TO VISIT WOULD BE RECENTLY 
COMPLETED PLANT FOR HEATING CATERING FACILITIES OF NUCLEAR 
REACTOR INSTITUTE AT WUERENLINGEN, NEAR ZURICH, AND MICAFIL 
OFFICE BUILDING AT ZURICH-ALTSTETTEN. MICAFIL IS SUBSI- 
DIARY OF SWITZERLAND'S LARGEST ENGINEERING CONCERN, BROWN 
BOVERI. 

6. INDUSTRY AND TRADE AWARE US LEAD SOLAR ENERGY 
TECHNOLOGY. RE EAGER EARN FROM US EXPERIENCE. MANY 
SWISS COMPANY EXECUTIVES AND SCIENTISTS HAVE VISITED 
AMERICAN SYMPOSIA AND EXHIBITIONS. SWISS NOW HOLDING 
FIRST WORKSHOP ON EVACUATED FLAT COLLECTORS WITH PARTI- 
CIPATION DRS. ADEN AND MARJORIE MEINF.L OF UNIVERSITY 

OF ARIZONA. 

7. POSSIBLE SITE CANDIDATES FOR SOLAR TECHNOLOGY 
DEMONSTRATION INCLUDE US MISSION OFFICE BUILDING NOW 
UNDER CONSTRICTION IN GENEVA, PROPOSED NEW EMBASSY 
OFFICE BUILDING IN BERN, AND AMBASSADOR'S RESIDENCE, 

BERN. CONTACT FOR FORMER IS MR. DOMINIQUE JUILLARD, 

JUILLARD & BOLLIGER CONSULTANTS, AVE. GARE DES EAUS- 
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VIVES, GENEVA, WHO PREPARED SEE WG MORNING OE JULY 10. 
EMBASSY ADMINISTRATIVE OEEICER AVAILABLE TO CONSULT 
ON BERN SITES JULY 10 OR 11. WARNER 
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